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The future of the School

Oldham to Return

1www.oldwellingburian.org    May 2006

The future of your old school has never looked brighter. The
Headmaster Garry Bowe and the Governors are now
putting together plans to take the School forward to a new
level, and are seeking your views on the School’s future.

Later this year the Development Foundation will be
launched, setting out a vision for the future – from new
facilities to bursaries, for the benefit of future generations.

In the meantime the Headmaster would be happy to discuss 
this vision with you, and hear your views 
about the School’s future and how you 
might be able to help. He can be contacted at any time on
01933 222427 or at headmaster@wellingboroughschool.org.

This will be a unique opportunity for those of us who care
about the School to help to shape its future.

Andrew Loog Oldham (57-60, G), one
of our most famous Old Boys, will be
returning to the School on Saturday 8th
July to open the extension to the Music
School.

ALO left here in 1960, aged 16, and went to work in London for
the leading fashion designer Mary Quant. At the age of 18 he was
helping Brian Epstein to promote the Beatles. Then, in 1963 he
discovered Mick Jagger and the Rolling Stones, became their
manager, and transformed them into the iconic band of the Sixties.

In 1967 he parted company from the Stones, and went on to

record the likes of Rod Stewart and Eric Clapton. He spent much
of the next 3 decades enjoying the high life, and now splits his time
between Canada and Colombia.

ALO has written in his autobiography that in 1960 the School
wrote his mother a letter saying that he might do well in life, but
not here!  He writes: “But Wellingborough has indeed prepared
me for the rest of my life”.

We are delighted to welcome him back. The Opening Ceremony
will be followed by a drinks reception and buffet lunch. To book
tickets, please complete and return the enclosed proforma.

Andrew Loog Oldham
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It was with some
trepidation that I
accepted having
my name put
forward as your
President for this
year. But I have to
say that, so far, it
has been an
e n j o y a b l e
experience – not
least because I
am the first ever

President from Weymouth House !

I have gained a real insight into the operation
of the School. How things have changed.
Fagging has gone, along with the call of “Brat
up” in the House dining rooms and the cane.
Now we have a culture of examination
excellence and personal development on and
off the sports fields, supported by a very
strong pastoral system.

And how wonderful to see so many girls, boys
and staff who are modern day “movers and
shakers.”  Who would have thought when I
was at School in the early 1960s that 95% of
the sixth form would go on to university and
that we would have a girl who may play cricket
for England.

But let’s think of the future. The School has an
academic and business profile. It needs new
buildings; and it needs to be able to offer far
more scholarships and bursaries in order to
attract and retain good youngsters. All this
costs money.The School has no endowments,
and school fees alone are not enough to keep
the School moving forward.

So how can we help as OWs?

This year we have been on our current site for
125 years. The School is celebrating with

several events to promote the School both
locally and nationally, and on Open Day (8th
July) we are welcoming back the OW
Celebrity Andrew Loog Oldham to open the
Music School extension. We have an
international outlook too.The current King of
Malaysia was Head of House in Fryer’s in my
time here,and there are many OWs who have
made their mark overseas and are proud of
the School.

As reported elsewhere in this newsletter, this
year the School will be launching a
Development Foundation, which will do much
to determine the School’s future. Over the
next few months we can all expect to receive
details of the Foundation, with suggestions
how we can help and an invitation to meet the
Head – both at the School and in London – to
discuss. I make no apology for saying “please
help”.

The Head has very exciting ideas for the
future, and I am keen to obtain input from
OWs like myself with business experience to
see how we can help. Do email me over the
next few weeks.

I hope you can come to the various OW
events this year. The London Dinner in March
had the highest attendance ever. And for the
first time we entertained all the School
Prefects as our guests, with the express
purpose of strengthening links between past
and present.

I hope to see you on Open Day (8th July), and
also to welcome you to the Annual Dinner at
the School (11th November).

As OWs we are ambassadors for our School:
your personal support and commitment will
enhance its reputation.

Peter Cordrey (61-65,W)
Peter@cordrey.org.uk 

Letter from the President

Peter Cordrey

This year’s
P r e s i d e n t -
Elect, serving
under current
P r e s i d e n t
Peter Cordrey,
is Richard
Barwick. He
was a boarder
in Platt’s in the
1950s, under

Murray Witham and Peter Croft. In his last
year he was school tennis captain, and he
later played tennis for Kent. He qualified as

a chartered surveyor, and practised in
London. He married Angie in 1968: they
lived in Chislehurst until retiring to near
Halifax in 2002. He is a loyal member of the
OW Golfing Society, and also a Liveryman
with the Worshipful Company of Bakers. At
the AGM in November the OW
Committee will be putting his name
forward as President of the Club for 2006-
7, the first from Platt’s in more than twenty
years.

Richard can be contacted at
richardr.barwick@virgin.net or on 
01274 691580.

The President-Elect

Richard Barwick

This year’s Club President Peter Cordrey
MSc FCA FCMI was a boarder in
Weymouth House from 1961 to 1965.
He played in the Cricket XI and the 2nd XV,
and was Head of House in his final year.
A chartered accountant, he obtained an MSc
from City University Business School and
then went into banking, culminating as
Director and Head of Banking at Singer &
Friedlander in the City. He is now a 
financial consultant, and chairman of private
bank Hampshire Trust plc.

Married to Carol, with two daughters, Peter
lives in Surrey. He has driven in a rally from
Peking to Paris, and is a Liveryman of the
Worshipful Company of Carmen.

He has also made history in being the first
OW President to hail from Weymouth House!
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Head’s Report
As ever, there has been very little time to draw
breath in recent months. As I write this report
in late April, GCSE,AS and A2 examinations are
now a matter of weeks away and our invigorating
and enriching programme of extra-curricular
opportunities leaves one breathless.

We look forward to sending the 2006 Leavers on
their way with even more fuss than previous
years -  acclaiming them at the Leavers' Service
on 19th May, as our Guests of Honour at the
Prizegiving Ceremony on 30th June, and finally at
the Summer Ball in July. If there is a feeling that
Wellingborough’s emphasis on socialising and fun
is very apparent then I can assure OW readers

that life here is very much a traditional cocktail of  “work hard, play hard”.

Tradition is something which we will not confine to the waste-paper bin. This is our 125th year
on the London Road site, and the Governors have rightly honoured this with a series of
commemorative events. We feel that the School respects the best traditions and yet is sufficiently
forward-thinking to build upon these.

Education generally receives a good deal of bad press: one hears it said that a worrying number of
our text generation teenagers lack basic skills to structure sentences, and that their Play Station
mentality is mindless. Unable to express themselves they sit on their backsides and grunt! Here
the emphasis on involvement rather than inaction is one which explodes many of those press-
driven myths, and I urge OWs to join us in celebrating our past, see today’s young people for
themselves and help in building the future for motivated young people.

Gordon Brown’s answer in the maintained sector is to throw money at these sorts of issues.
Intriguingly he is also a recent unlikely convert to the Cadet cause. It is very easy to rubbish the
CCF and Shooting in a politically correct era,but what cannot be challenged about these traditional
strengths of our own School, are their objectives of developing responsibility, self confidence &
leadership. And visitors would see other examples of the enrichment opportunities afforded to
our youngsters: Music, Sport, Drama,Young Enterprise, Public Speaking. And let us not forget that
we are building a reputation in Show jumping as well!

Your old school is in good heart. Academically we continue to make progress. We have been
nationally acclaimed for our GCSE and Value-Added results. We insist that our pupils achieve their
potential, and in many cases they do more than that. All of this at a time when pupil numbers are
growing to a point where we are having to turn applicants away.

We must reinforce the educational bedrock through careful investment. This is the rationale
behind our forthcoming Development Foundation. Like many independent schools,we rely heavily
on fee income and currently do not possess the funds to develop the School as we wish. If you
valued your time here, I urge you to support us.

Garry Bowe

dates for
your diary
2006
Friday 19th May:
Leavers’ Service (3.30pm)

Saturday 20th May:
Old Weymouthians’ Reunion

Thursday 29th June:
Senior School Prizegiving:
Dr Steven Grigg (Vice-President of
BAE Systems)

Friday 30th June:
School –v- MCC

Saturday1st July:
School Ball (Marquee)

Saturday 8th July:
Open Day / OW Summer Day

Saturday 10th September:
125th Anniversary Summer Fayre

11th-12th November:
OW November Weekend

2007
Friday 16th March 2007:
OW London Dinner in the Hall of
the Bakers Livery Company. The
booking form will be posted out
with the September 2006
Newsletter. Please note that
numbers are strictly limited to 77,
so early booking is advised.

DEADLINE:
Please ensure that all material for the
next addition of The Old Wellingburian
reaches Neil Lyon c/o the School by
10th August 2006.

THE OW CHAT FORUM

More than 100 OWs have already
registered to access the OW chat
forum. This can be found at
www.oldwellingburian.org.

Headmaster: Garry Bowe

The Grace StoneRugger XV, 1946
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Items of OW clothing are available from 
Warwicks of Wellingborough (01933 224981)

In my last editorial I grumbled
that, at the age of 38, I am turning
into an Old Fart. This provoked a
reply from one venerable Old Boy
in his mid eighties: “I am now so
out of touch with modern mores
that I am quite proud of being
truly a social fossil”!  Food for
thought.

Increasingly the divide between old and new shows itself in the
shape of whether people can access the internet. We spend
hundreds each year in posting this newsletter to OWs like you.
How long will it be before we send it out as an email attachment
instead, at the click of a button and at a greatly reduced cost?  But
is this what people actually want?

As we reflect on the future, we remember that 2006 marks the
125th anniversary of the School’s move from the town centre of
Wellingborough to its current site on the London Road. The
School will be celebrating this in various ways: on 20th June all
pupils in the Pre-Prep and the Prep Schools will dress in Victorian
costume for the day,and will be subjected to 1881 cuisine for lunch.
At the OW November Weekend (11th-12th November) we shall
be laying on an illustrated talk about the history of the School. We
hope you will join us.

As the Headmaster and your President report elsewhere, the
School is well on the way to launching its Development Foundation.
The Governors are keen to work alongside us, as well as the
parents and the friends of the School, in identifying what new
building projects will be needed over the next decade, and how
these can be funded. At the same time, the School is very keen to
provide more bursaries and scholarships in order to attract the
best calibre of youngster. If you can help in any way, whether
financially or by offering advice, please contact the Headmaster
Garry Bowe (01933 222427) for more information.

Help is already coming in. We are grateful for support from three
OWs for supporting the following projects: floodlighting the
Chapel; installing a hearing loop system in the Chapel; and arranging
for the old soccer and cricket XI boards in the Tea Pavilion (1883-
1934) to be repainted. All these donors have taken advantage of
the Gift Aid system so that the School as a registered charity can
reclaim the tax paid on the gift.

It is a very exciting time for the School. There is a great buzz about
the place. Alongside this your Club is always looking at the way we
do things, what we offer you as OWs, and how we can all do more
to support current pupils. What do you think of this newsletter, for
example?  What do you think of the format on Open Day / the
November Weekend?  What events should we lay on?  Could you
or your business offer careers guidance to current pupils?  The list
is endless. Do contact me if you have any thoughts – whether by
email or, Heaven forbid, even by good old fashioned snail mail!

Neil Lyon (80-85,W)
Hon. Secretary

Editorial

Neil Lyon

The Oxbridge Dinner
This year’s Oxbridge Dinner (for OW graduates and under-
graduates) was held on 28th April at Clare College, Cambridge.
The following attended:

The Headmaster, the Club President Peter Cordrey (61-65,W),
Alex Campbell (02-04,G),Rita Chow (02-05,W),Lt Col. Jonathan Cox
(79-86, C), Joanna Davis (00-02, W) and John Davis (62-70 St),
George Harpur (79-89, Pa) and guest, James Hasler (staff 57-90),
Ben Hopson (90-98, PS), Elizabeth Inns (94-04, N), Peter Phillips (54-
65,Pa) and Mrs Mary Phillips, Dan Pollock (75-85, C), Ben Roe (88-
98, PS) and guest, Milan Shah (79-89, Pa) and Mrs Bijal Shah,
Alasdair Tebbutt (65-75,Pl),Sam Webster (88-98,F), together with
Alison McFarquhar (nee Clark; 82-89, N), Registrar of Emmanuel
College, and Neil Lyon (80-85,W; Hon. Secretary).

Apologies were received from Jessica Ablitt Sudbury (91-98, M),
Peter Croft (staff 51-91), Robert Dove (63-71, Pl), Holly Flavell
(95-00, W), Graham Garrett (Headmaster 73-93) and Mrs Jill
Garrett, Tom Harris (98-05, G), Charles Linfield (staff 73-00),
Brooke Morriswood (91-98, F) who is currently doing a PhD at
Cambridge, Roger Pentelow (35-43, Pa), Garnet Scott (31-42,
F/Pa), Ralph Ullmann (Headmaster 93-04), Guy Wallington OBE
(32-40,Pl), John Watson-Wemyss (37-44,Pa) & Mrs Norma Webb
(staff 82-04).

Many thanks to Alex Campbell for organising the Dinner. Next
year’s dinner will be held at Oxford; details will be circulated
nearer the time. If you went to Oxbridge and did not receive a
personal invitation to this year’s Dinner, do please contact the
Editor to ensure you are put on the mailing list.
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The Annual Dinner, 2005

The OW London Dinner
just keeps getting better
and better!  This year we
saw the biggest turnout
ever – at 112. We started
off with a chilly tour
around parts of the Tower
of London, and then
warmed up in the

splendour of the Painters Hall at 9 Little Trinity Lane,one of the City
Livery Companies. It received its charter from Elizabeth I in 1581,
more or less the same time the School started.

The President Peter Cordrey (61-65, W), Garry Bowe
(Headmaster), Julian Amey (57-67, G), Laura Anthony (prefect),
Richard Barwick (53-57,Pl),Professor Robin Basker OBE (46-55,W),
Graham Bell (55-58, Pa), Paul Blunt (51-59, Pa), Bill Boggs (70-73, F),
Ian Bowers (67-76, G), James Browne (79-86, W),
Alex Campbell (02-04, G), Nigel Clark (60-70, F), Peter Clementson
(51-56, G), David Coles (70-72, JS), Joe Connor (Joint Head Prefect),
Peter Cook (75-86, G), Peter Crisp (73-83, Pl), Martin Croft (75-85,
C), Samishka Dogra (00-05, M), Vikrant Dogra (95-00, PS),
Robert Dove (63-71, Pl), James Duncan (prefect), Simon Enoch (67-
77, St), John Everitt (52-58, F), Alan Fells (45-55, W),
Charlotte Francis (Joint Head Prefect), Graham Garrett
(Headmaster 73-93), Peter Geiringer (61-66, W),
Michael Hainsworth (62-66, W), Garth Halestrap (56-60, St),
Luke Halestrap (84-89, F), Oliver Halestrap (87-92, F),
Hannah Hanley (prefect), James Hasler (staff 57-90), David Hawkes

(46-57, G), Callum Heckstall-Smith (prefect), John Heeley (54-58, F),
Tony Heeley (52-56,F), Jerry Higgins (57-66,St),Colin Hill (65-74,Pl),
Marcus Horrell (65-75, Pl), Brian Leadsom (53-58, F),
Malcolm Ledger (61-64, W), Roger Luscombe (62-67, Pl),
Neil Lyon (80-85,W), Simon Marriott (59-70, St), James McNicholas
(81-88, G), Edward Minchinton (99-04, G), Richard Mitchell (Prep
School Headmaster) and Claire Mitchell (School Marketing Officer),
Richard Peck CB (47-55,G),Geri Perkins (prefect),Peter Phillips (54-
65, Pa), Rupert Phillips (76-84, G), Hugh Porter (55-60, Pa),
Mark Porter (76-84, Pa), John Saxby (46-52, JS), Robert Sears (59-69,
F), Martin Shine (70-75, C), John Shrive (49-54, F), John Skinner (69-
72, Pa), Sophie Spink (née Timms;82-92,W),Rachel Stanley (prefect),
Mrs Bev Stott,Mark Swindall (67-75,St),Richard Swindall (42-48,Pa),
Tony Temple (40-43, W), Noel Tite (59-67, Pa),
Peter Walton (65-72, Pl), John Ward (48-52, F), David Watts (56-59,
Pa), Michael Webster (58-67, Pl), Clive Westley (59-64, F),
Debbie Whittemore (School Development Secretary),
Nicola Wilson (prefect), Andrew Wingate (53-58, F), Paul Woodley
(51-61, G),

This was the first time an OW London Dinner has been held in one
of the Livery Halls, and we are very grateful to our President 
Peter Cordrey (61-65, W) for arranging such a splendid evening.
There will be several OWs who are members of livery companies.
Colin Hill (65-74, Pl), for example, will serve as Master of the
Launderers Company in 2001-12. We would like to build up a
database of OW liverymen: please email the Editor Neil Lyon if this
includes you.

The November Dinner was held in the
Victorian splendour of the School Hall. We
started with drinks in the Old Library,
before proceeding through to the Hall itself.
We are very grateful to the outgoing
President Brian Leadsom (53-58, F), and to
so many at the School, for making the
evening such a success. The following
attended:

The President Brian Leadsom (53-58, F),
John Abington (48-58, G), Clive Adams (52-
59, Pa), Michael Arenson (57-62, G),
Mike Askham (staff),Charles Asquith (97-04,
G), Richard Barwick (53-57, G), Paul Blunt
(51-59, Pa), Bill Boggs (70-73, F),
Garry Bowe (Headmaster), Bill Clifton (38-
45, Pa), Natalie Coley (91-05, N),

Joe Connor (Joint Head of School), Peter
Cordrey (61-65,W), Peter Croft (Staff 51-
91),David Dicks (51-59,Pa), Leo Eadon (41-
49,Pa), Eddie Elmhirst (54-58, G), Alastair
Evans (02-04, PS), Alan Fells (45-55, W),
Charlotte Francis (Joint Head of School),
Peter Gadd (33-40, Pa), John Goodman (70-
75, St), Philip Gordon (staff 51-87),
William Hanley (91-05, Pl), James Hasler
(staff 57-90), David Hawkes (46-57, G),
Roy Hawkes (54-59,G),William Hewitt (94-
04, PS), Jerry Higgins (57-66, St),
John Hilsdon (58-61, Pa), John Horrell CBE
(42-47, W), Peter Horrell (61-70, Pl),
Brian Huckle (41-50,Pa), Julian Hunt (70-75,
C), Harry Johnson (34-39, Pa), Julia Jones
(Head of the Pre-Prep),William Kellock (95-
01, PS), Peter Lock (54-65, Pa), Neil Lyon
(80-85, W), Iain Macleod (67-75, Pl),
Thomas McGoldrick (97-04, Pl),
James O’Malley (94-04, PS), John Marriott
(55-65, St), Edward Minchinton (99-04, G),
Richard Mitchell (Headmaster of the Prep
School), Tom Moxham (93-03, Pl),
Michael Pearson (49-56, G), Richard Peck
CB (47-55, G), Jim Perkins (39-48, Pa),
Peter Phillips (54-65, Pa), Neil Pirie (96-04,
PS), Bob Poole (41-47, Pa), Richard Saynor

(97-04, C), Michael Scott (51-56, Pl),
Roger Shelton CBE (54-65, St),
Martyn Shine (70-75,C),Peter Short (42-51,
Pa), John Shrive (49-54, F), Edward Smyth
(70-73, C), Brian Strudwicke (48-57, G),
Richard Swindall (42-48, Pa), Jonathan Tait
(47-56, F), Jim Timpson (49-59, Pa),
Rev Martin Walker (Chaplain),
Charles Ward (67-75, St), Philip Warr (96-
01, PS), Clive Westley (59-64, F),
Peter Wildman (52-60, Pa), & 
Andrew Wingate (53-58, F).

The 2006 Annual Dinner will again be held
in the School Hall, on Saturday 11th
November. The booking form will be sent
out with the September edition of The Old
Wellingburian.

London Dinner



We are constantly being told that this is the
section in the The Old Wellingburian that attracts
most interest: so why not write in and give us
YOUR news for the next edition?

Julian Amey (57-67, G)
[julianamey@hotmail.com] met up in Bangkok in

November with
two other OWs
– Dr Sumet
Jumsai (54-57,
G), and his son
Prisdha (89-94,
G). Sumet
studied
Architecture at
Cambridge and
is now a

distinguished architect and painter in his native
Thailand. Prish studied Architecture at UCL, did
an MPhil at Cambridge in 2002, and is now
practising as an architect in Bangkok. Julian
himself has just been appointed Chief Executive
of Trinity College, London.

Richard Binstead (47-55,W)
[richard@prvime.freeserve.co.uk] has renewed
contact. He spent 44 years as a journalist in
London and Brighton, largely as a news sub-
editor and specialising in opera, classical music
and the hotel industry. Now widowed, he
spends his time between Sussex and Cumbria,
doting over his five grandchildren.

Bill Boggs (70-73, F)
[william.boggs@international.gc.ca] attended the
OW November Dinner – his first visit in more
than 30 years. He is now the Attaché at the
Canadian High Commission in London. He
would like to get in contact with two
contemporaries – Michael Hamilton and
Andrew Dawes, who are both missing members.
If anyone knows their contact details please email
the Editor and Bill.

Dr Michael Carslaw (staff, 80-84) has been
appointed deputy headmaster of Ardingly
College in Sussex.

Eric Chan (80-85,W) [ericck8@yahoo.com] has
met up with Patrick Lam (82-84,W), while on
business in Hong Kong.They renewed contacted
through The Old Wellingburian, after a gap of
twenty years.

The Daily Mail reported before Christmas that
the funeral service of former Cabinet minister
Mo Mowlam was conducted by Rev. Richard
Coles (70-78,W), formerly of the pop group The
Communards and who regularly appears on
Radio 4. The service ended with a rendition of
Noel Coward’s Mad Dogs and Englishmen.

News reaches us that Simon Cox (84-91, C) is
Professor of Computational Methods in the School
of Engineering Sciences at Southampton University.
Professors, like policemen, are getting younger.

Michael Davies (75-81, C)
[MRGDavies@aol.com] has renewed contact.
He now works fulltime as a writer and musician,
and lives with his partner Tricia and little girl Lexy.
He keeps in contact with David Waller (77-81,
St), who lectures in American Studies at the
University of Northampton.

Bill Day (30-37, F) reports that, after 20 years’
retirement in Dorset, he and his wife Alma have
moved to Thame in Oxfordshire to be nearer
their daughter and family.
He says how much he enjoys keeping in contact
with the School and his fellow “Old Farts”
through The Old Wellingburian.

Matthew Doughty (83-87, St) has left national
law firm DLA for the City office of US law firm
O'Melveny & Myers, where he specialises in
corporate finance.

John Eady (70-77, C) [john.eady@cnh.com] was
watching a TV news report about an RAF officer
refusing to serve in Iraq, and saw that the officer’s
solicitor is Justin Hugheston-Roberts. Was this
CJ Hugheston-Roberts (73-77, C)?  Please let
the Editor know if anyone can answer this.

Holly Flavell (95-00,W)
[hollyflavell@hotmail.com] graduated from Oriel
College, Oxford last summer and is currently at
Law College in London. She was sorry not to
be able to attend the recent OW Oxbridge
Dinner in April.

Adam Garrett (89-96, G)
[adam@agogarrett.com] is currently working in
Hong Kong. Despite his best efforts he has been
unable to attend a single Open Day since he left
in 1996, and is amazed to think it is already 10
years since he was here.

Peter Geiringer (61-66,W)
[phgeirers@btinternet.com] sends his regards to
his contemporaries. He recalls the time when
this year’s OW Club President Peter Cordrey
(61-65,W) and Peter Nankervis (61-65,W)
each spotted a ghost in Hatton Hall (used by the
school as a boarding house, 1959-68)!  

Andrew Gordon (84-94, G)
[andrew.gordon@gvagrimley.co.uk] reports his
change of address. He lives in Walton-on-
Thames with wife Julie and young son Rafe, who
was christened in the School Chapel last August.
Andrew works in business development for
property advisers GVA Grimley. He keeps in
touch with Jeff Wilson (84-94, F), who is Rafe’s
godfather.

Congratulations to Dominic Green (78-85, Pl) on
his marriage last year. A sci-fi short story written
by him has been selected to appear in a collection
of last year’s best sci-fi to be published in the USA.
Dominic graduated in English from Cambridge in
1989, and has since penned five novels. When not
writing, he works in IT for Barclaycard.
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personalia
N E W S  O F  O L D  W E L L I N G B U R I A N S

Christopher Grierson (60-69, St), a litigation
partner at City law firm Lovells, was instructed
on the major court case in 2005 brought by the
Liquidators of BCCI against the Bank of England.

Rev. Nigel Hartley (61-67,W)
[nigel.hartley2@btinternet.com] was appointed
in May 2004 as the vicar of Aldeburgh in Suffolk.
He recalls that David Wilson-Johnson (62-69,
Pa) played at his wedding in 1972. Nigel keeps
in touch with Chris Halton (58-67,W).

Sophie Hein (81-91, N)
[sophie@schriersystems.co.uk] and Russell
Schrier (89-94, C) announce the birth of their
first child,Annabelle, on 7th March. They met at
the wedding of Russell’s sister Louise (89-91,W)
in October 2004, at which Sophie was
bridesmaid. Sophie was bridesmaid also to
Rachel Ellwood (83-91,W) in September 2003
– Rachel marrying a cousin of Sophie!  Her
brother Olivier Hein (83-93, G) has recently
become engaged. Sophie and Russell live in
London and plan to marry in the School Chapel
next year. Russell works in the defence industry,
and Sophie for the Financial Times.

Dr Glenn Horridge (staff, 88-94) has been
appointed headmaster of Fyling Hall School in
North Yorkshire.

Dick Jessop, MBA (57-67, Pa) has been
appointed senior vice-president of the Energy
Division of Comstock, a major power supply
company in Canada.

Robin Johnston (73-79, G)
[robin_johnston@bat.com] has renewed contact
after 27 years. He was in Lions in the Prep
School and then briefly in Garne’s. He lives now
in Buckinghamshire.

Victoria Kermeen (née Gent; 83-90, N)
[torygent@hotmail.com] married husband Phil in
August. Those at the wedding included Sally-
Ann Russell, Kelly Ashman and Nicola Bolton
(née Benarr). She lives now in Twickenham, and
is currently on maternity leave from her job as a
social worker, looking after their first child,
Michael (born in October).

As reported in the last edition of The Old
Wellingburian, Professor Nick Lench (74-81,W)
has been appointed Director of the Wales Gene
Park. He is a professor at Cardiff University’s
Institute of Medical Genetics, and is involved in
research into genetic causes of disease such as
cancer and mental illness. He and his wife have
two daughters – Caroline and Lizzy.

Rosie Liddle (née Spencer-Gregson; 89-91, M)
[rosie_liddle@hotmail.com] reports her new
address in the USA. She is celebrating the birth
of her son Cameron in November.



Adrian Liley (64-75, C) [adrianliley@hotmail.com]
was browsing the OW website from China and
saw himself amongst the “Hairy Prefects” photo
in the last edition … placed rather worryingly on
the Obituaries page!  After graduating from
Leeds in English and then taking an MA in
Linguistics at Essex, he worked abroad and then
had 10 years as a marketing manager for various
language schools in England. In 2003 he and his
wife Geraldine moved out to Suzhou in deepest
China, where he has set up his own consultancy.
He finds the lack of central heating really quite
bracing.

Neil Lyon (80-85,W) [neil.lyon@kimbells.com],
who edits this Newsletter, is now a partner with
Milton Keynes law firm Kimbells LLP. The firm
acts for businesses across the region, specialising
in corporate law, employment, property and
litigation.

Major Roger Morton (82-87, Pl)
[516morto@armymail.mod.uk] has just
completed a six month tour commanding his
engineering squadron of 130 soldiers in Iraq. His
unit has been replaced by one led by Captain
Adam Marchant-Wincott (81-87, Pl): small
world!  Duties include training the fledgling Iraqi
army engineers and helping to restore the

sewerage and refuse systems in southern Iraq.
Roger has now returned to Germany to
continue his 2 year post as a squadron
commander, and Adam will remain in Iraq until
the autumn.

Lisa Netherton (79-84, M)
[lisanetherton@yahoo.co.uk] has renewed
contact after 8 years. She remembers being at
the School when the ratio of boys to girls was
about 20:1, and has fond memories of the
teaching methods of the late Gordon Flex
(Classics master 1951-87). Lisa graduated from
SOAS in Law and is currently a trainee solicitor,
living in Cornwall. She would love to hear from
her contemporaries, especially Victoria Fisher
and Sarah McAllister (née Ashworth). Lisa’s
sister Jessica (79-86, M) works in Shropshire as
an occupational therapist and has two young
children – Dylan and Ella.

Thanks to Bryan Norman (42-47,W) for
donating various 1940s era photos to the School
Archives. He retired about seven years ago, but
his old surveying firm Norman Rourke (which he
founded in 1967) still flourishes. He now lives in

West Sussex with his wife Peta and their two
young “spoodles” – Barney and Otis.

John Orton (55-64, St) retired at the end of
March, after more than 40 years with the
Environment Agency and its predecessors,
improving water quality in the catchments of the
Welland and the Nene. He now hopes to spend
more time on his model engineering hobby, wife
permitting!  Their home backs on to one of the
boarding houses at Oundle – which can make
for interesting viewing! 

Jeremy Peake (75-85,W)
[jeremy_peake@hotmail.com] reports that his
older brother Martin (72-79,W) narrowly
escaped a fatal injury while riding his bicycle last
autumn. He was saved by the fact that he was
wearing a helmet, which took much of the
impact – even cracking in half. He has since
made a great recovery. Helmets are not just for
“wimps”, says Jeremy.

Jeremy Phillips (76-79, Pa) [jezphil@lineone.net]
has fond memories of Oggy (Geography master
Graham Ogden; now living on the Isle of Wight),
who sparked Jeremy’s interest in the subject.
Jeremy is now series producer of last year’s
BBC2 series “Journeys from the Centre of the
Earth”. The second series appears this year. He
writes:“It is a couple of decades since you taught
me, but thank you for the inspiration, Mr Ogden!
It never left me”.

David Pilgrim (59-64, F) retired from the
teaching profession in December, after 34 years
on the staff at Kingshott, a preparatory school in
Hitchin which sent several boys here in the
1970s. David lives in Biggleswade. His elder
brother Richard (57-61, F) died in 2002.

Nigel Rowe (75-82,W)
[nigel.rowe@eur.cushwake.com] reports that he
is now living in Paris, where he is a partner with
Cushman & Wakefield Healey & Baker.

Congratulations to  Sudanshu Swaroop (81-91,
C), a barrister at 20 Essex Court, on being
featured by legal magazine The Lawyer amongst
its “Hot 100” list in January. Alongside a
commercial practice his work now also covers
human rights, and he had a role in a 2005 case in
the House of Lords appeal over the use of
evidence gained by torture. Sudanshu read Law
at Magdalene College, Cambridge, and was
president of the Cambridge Union in the Lent
Term of 1994.

Renny Tasker (61-68, Pa) has now moved from
Suffolk to Western Australia, where he is working
in a nursing home in the town of Mandurah. He
would be pleased to meet any OWs who live in
Western Australia (contact via the Editor).
Before he emigrated he enjoyed meeting up with
David Wingate (65-69, G).

Iain Tindall (86-91, G) [iaintindall@hotmail.com]
reports his new address in Brighton. He works
for a company called Oceaneering, as a rope
access inspection supervisor, and lives with his
girlfriend Alex.

Noel Tite (60-67, Pa) [noeltite@hotmail.co.uk]
has renewed contact. Recently he was Best Man
for his old friend Michael Hainsworth (62-66,W).
Noel lives in Ealing, and Michael in Northampton.

Charlie Ward (67-75, St)
[chas@charlesward.com] was amongst the 1970s
contingent at last November’s OW Dinner at the
School. He runs his own commercial
photography business in Earls Barton
[www.charlesward.com] and has put forward an
exciting proposal to build up a digital record of
many photos in the School Archives which can
then be downloaded by OWs. Further details
will follow.

Thanks to David Warwick (70-76, St) for sending
us a photo of his daughter Hannah (95-02, M)
receiving her degree last summer from the

Archbishop of
Canterbury. She
was the 4th
generation of the
Warwick family to
be educated at
the School, and
graduated from
Canterbury Christ
Church University
in Education.
Both her
grandfathers are
OWs – 
Alan Warwick
(41-47, Pa) and

Peter Abey (43-51, Pa). At the OW Club’s AGM
last November Alan was elected Vice-President
of the Club in recognition of his sterling service
to the Club over many years, including 13 as
Hon. Secretary and 12 as Minutes Secretary.

Will Westley (90-95, G)
[westley_william_J@cat.com] emails us from
Dubai, where he works for Caterpillar in the
construction industry. He was based previously
in Geneva. He is married to Jane. He keeps in
contact with the School through his father Clive
(59-64, F), who is a School Governor.

David Wilkins (68-73, Pl) [david.wilkins@parrott-
coales.co.uk] reports that he is a lawyer with
Parrott & Coales in Aylesbury. He keeps in
touch with Kami Ahari from Iran, who was a
boarder in Platt’s with him. He has fond
memories of the time he organised a band in the
School Hall called Tir na Nog, and to this day he
does not know how we managed to swing it
past the then Headmaster John Sugden! 

Simon Wookey (76-84, Pa)
[tcea@ntlbusiness.com] has renewed contact. He
is a director of Thomas Charles, estate agents
and letting agents in Bedford.

A search on the internet shows that Basil
Zotiades (77-80, Pl) is now a partner in the Paris
office of US law firm Latham & Watkins. He read
Law at Hertford College, Oxford and then did a
postgraduate degree in Law at Paris University.
He was a partner with City law firm Linklaters
from 1996 to 2004. Both Basil and his younger
brother Alex (78-87, G) are missing members:
please email the Editor if you have their contact
details.

Simon Younger (64-71, St)
[sy@westwater.com.au] emails us from
Melbourne,Australia, where he has been working
as a quantity surveyor since 1987. He would
very much enjoy hearing from any
contemporaries.
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footnotes
Many thanks to Edward Minchinton (99-04, G) [egm4@aber.ac.uk], who is
doing a great job in building up a computerised index for the School Archives.
His next project is to assemble details about all OWs and masters killed in
the two World Wars (181 and 95 respectively; enough to fill the Chapel).
Edward is studying International Politics and Military History at university.

Some readers may have seen the death reported in February of the cheap
air travel entrepreneur Sir Freddie Laker. His eldest son Kevin was a pupil
here (61-62, F), but died soon afterwards in a sports car bought for his 17th
birthday.

We are pleased to note that a road in Northampton is to be named in
honour of George Thompson (1890-93), our only England cricketer. In a
career which began at the age of 17, he played 352 first class matches and six
test matches, and was hailed as Wisden cricketer of the year in 1906. It was
very much due to his prowess that Northamptonshire was raised to first class
status in 1905.

Thinking of sport, we have been helping three counties with enquiries this
year. Worcestershire wrote asking for details of HG Sale (played 1921-25).
HGS was a master here 1920-27, in the era when masters had the time (and
the ability) to play first class cricket. Buckinghamshire wrote seeking details of
another cricketing master – Rev FN Bird, our first chaplain, who played also
for Gloucestershire and Northants. And Warwickshire wrote enquiring
about TS Fishwick (1890-93), who played 206 first class matches 1896-1909.
Fishwick was one of five OWs to play for Warwickshire, the last being HR
Phillips (38-46), who lives now in New Zealand.

Meanwhile, a Rob Cavallini is writing the history of the famous amateur
soccer team the Corinthians (who amalgamated with the Casuals in 1939).
They played the School on at least three occasions – in 1920, 1932 and 1933.
We did not disgrace ourselves.

Thanks to Roger Kimbell (51-61, Pa) [rogerkimbell@nn141la.fsnet.co.uk] for producing a
photo of a motley crew at the RAF Easter Camp in April 1960. It features
(top) Simon Panter, ?, JD Fay, Brendan Parker, Robert Dickinson, Ian Preece,
Gray Pratt, Bill Grimwade; (front) ?, ?, Hugh Porter, Roy Marson, Jock Ogilvy, ?,
RP Trusler, Roger Kimbell and Pollard. (Please contact the Editor if you can fill
in the gaps).

Visitors to the Archives Room this year include Richard and Gavin Fryer, the
great nephews of former Headmaster PA Fryer (1907-33), in whose honour
Fryer’s House is named. The Fryer family hails from Norfolk, and Fryers were
among the first pupils to come here when HE Platt was appointed
Headmaster in 1879. PAF had three nephews here – among them EH Fryer,
the father of Gavin and Richard, and one of the greatest sportsmen ever
produced by the School. EHF spent his career teaching at Charterhouse,
latterly as Second Master.

The recent articles inThe Old Wellingburian about WW2 have stirred up much
interest. Bob Edwards (32-39, Pa)  joined the Royal Artillery in September
1939, at the same time as JH Cooper and Douglas Rennie. In 1943 Bob was

seconded to the Indian Army, and saw action in the Far East. Cooper served
in a Field Regiment that landed at Anzio and was killed in action; Rennie
remained in the Army after the War and was awarded the OBE for project-
managing Rapier (the anti-aircraft missile system).

Andrew Gillitt (27-32, G) was working
on the railways, a reserved occupation,
when the War broke out, and was not
released for service until 1943, when he
joined the Royal Engineers. Of his 16
relatives who served, just one did not
survive the War – his younger brother
Frank (31-37, G), who died in a flying
accident in 1942, aged 23. And Garnet
Scott (31-42, F/Pa) remembers his
duties in the Home Guard, protecting
the School Armoury at night, before
joining the Royal Navy in 1942,
escorting convoys across the Atlantic
and later in the Med. Garnet recalls: “I
don’t recall coming across anyone of my

generation who was anything other than confident about the outcome of the
War: no doubt there were adults who were less confident, but they kept their
counsel”.

Donations of new items to the Archives Room continue. Many thanks to
Russell Preston (44-49, G) [russellpreston@aol.com] for donating a large
number of photos and his OW blazer when he visited the School recently –
for the first time in more than 50 years. Thanks also to Chris Ford (staff 75-
89) for presenting a copy of the programme produced when King Sid (58-
62, F), the King of Malaysia, represented the Queen at last July’s passing out
parade at Sandhurst. CJF is headmaster of Meoncross School, an
independent school in Hampshire.

John Dangerfield (40-46, JS) has presented a copy of the programme for the
Public Schools’ Challenge Cup meeting at the White City Stadium in 1936.
Amongst those taking part were JH Reddy. Winners of previous meetings
included RW Marris (100 Yards in 1903), EH Fryer (440 Yards in 1921 and
1922), NY Welman (120 Yards Hurdles in 1907), AJ Walker (High Jump in
1914), JA Taylor (Long Jump in 1904), and KG Fryer (3/4 mile steeplechase in
1915). At the 1936 meeting the announcer was Harold Abrahams, of
Chariots of Fire fame.

Garnet Scott at sea

2nd Soccer XI, 1931
A.Verchelde, K. Halton, G.L. Egginton, A.J.L. Lee, J. Garne,T.D. Stevenson
C.S. Sears, C. Dawson, K.G.Wilson (Captain), E. P. Hatchett, A.A. Briggs
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OBITUARIES We offer our sincere condolences to the families and friends of all whose
deaths are reported below:

that a sip led to dental fillings dropping out. After
being liberated he rejoined the Army, and saw
service against the Mau Mau in Kenya, before
retiring to Somerset in 1973. He leaves a widow
and a daughter. Thanks to Derek Davis, Bill
Harris, Frank Watson and Tony Temple for
notifying us.

Tony Goodall (42-46, W) died in December,
aged 76. He was House Captain of Weymouth
in his final year here,serving under Jack Blake,and
then became a Lloyds broker until he retired in
1994. He enjoyed two wonderful holidays to
Australia and New Zealand, with his wife
Rosemary. The late Rex Guppy (42-46, G; died
1995) had been his Best Man. In 2004 he had
attended the funeral of Edmund White (41-46,
F), alongside Garnet Scott (31-42, Pa) and
Peter Jacques (42-46, G). Thanks to Garnet
[garnetscott@webtribe.net] for notifying us.

Commander Pat Hall (33-36, JH) died in
December, aged 80. He was a pupil in the Junior
House (now called the Preparatory School) until
his family moved to Hull,where he then went to
Hymer’s College. Pat spent his entire career in
the Royal Navy, and carried the colours when
Princess Elizabeth visited Valletta in 1951 and
presented new colours to the Navy. Latterly he
served as the senior Naval representative at
Aldermaston, and retired with the equivalent
rank of Lt. Col. He leaves a widow (Pam) and
daughter (Peta). At his funeral was his old school
friend, Mike Swann (34-43, Pa), who wore his
OW tie as a final salute. He knew Pat would have
liked that. They had last seen each other at the
OW Summer Day in July 2004.

Kenneth Halton FRICS (27-31, Pl) died in
December after a short illness, aged 93. He was
a pupil here in Small House (then part of Platt’s;
later Weymouth), under Harry Allsopp. On the
outbreak of War he served in France with the
BEF: in 1940 he was wounded when his convoy
was ambushed, but managed to escape through
the enemy lines back to Dunkirk, arriving in his
pyjamas on foot.After the War he became a Land
Agent with the Forestry Commission in East
Anglia. His two sons were both here – Chris
(58-67,W) and Martin (62-69,W). To the end
he was a fund of amusing stories about life at
School in the Twenties.

John Horrell CBE TD DL (42-47,W) died in
December, aged 76. The son of Harry Horrell
(1915-16), John shot for the School at Bisley
before joining the family farming business in the
Peterborough area. He was one of those
responsible for bringing the East of England Show
to the city, and served as a local councillor for 44
years. He served on the national committee
deciding teachers’ pay (the Burnham
Committee), and was awarded the CBE in 1979
for services to education. He served as High
Sheriff of Cambridgeshire in 1980. At the time of
his death he was serving as Mayor of
Peterborough, a position held by his father 55
years previously: just one month before he had
attended the OW Dinner at the School,with his
son Peter (61-70,Pl). At his memorial service in
Peterborough Cathedral the sermon was given
by the Bishop. He leaves a widow,Betty,and two
children.

WA “John” Jordan (31-38, G) died on 1st
April. The son of WH Jordan (1894-95), John
was a school prefect and member of the
Shooting VIII in his final year, but ran into trouble
when the Headmaster AV Billen (“Billen the
Villain”) discovered that he had a car in hiding
near the School and which he used to escape at
weekends. John’s family runs the well known
Jordans Cereals business at Biggleswade. He
leaves a widow and three children.

Angus (“Jock”)
Ogilvy (staff 1949-
65) died in
October. Educated
at Manchester
Grammar,he won a
scholarship to
P e t e r h o u s e ,
Cambridge, where
he read Physics. It
was at Cambridge
that he met his wife

Eleanor, whilst they were both hunting for an
escaped rat in one of the labs!  At the age of 23
he was appointed by Tom Nevill in 1949 to
succeed Harry Allsopp as Senior Physics Master.
He was a fine teacher with a no-nonsense
manner aimed at getting the best from his
charges. He had a dry wit and the ability to
produce an instant riposte: “at Wellingborough
School education is compulsory”. He served as
the first housemaster of Hatton Hall (a boarding
house for shell formers, in the town), 1959-65,
and was Contingent commander of the CCF
1954-65 after Frank Bowman retired from that
position. Jock will be fondly remembered by
many for leading various CCF camps and
adventure training courses around the country.
In 1966 he emigrated with his wife Eleanor and
their three children to King’s College in
Auckland,New Zealand, returning home in 1968
to teach at King’s School Canterbury. On
retiring in 1986 they moved to Wales, and
enjoyed returning for OW reunions.

David Pearson (70-78, Pa) died in October,
aged 43, after a short battle against cancer. A
keen member of the OW rugby club in earlier
days, he was mid way through an Ocean yacht
master’s course when he became ill. He leaves a
widow, Debs, son Ben and step-daughters
Hannah and Emily. Thanks to elder brother
Mark (68-76, Pa) for notifying us.

Condolences to Rev Maurice Pettitt (staff 49-
60), whose wife Molly died in March, aged 91.

Tom Scott (30-34, F) died in October, aged 89.
A member of the Rugger XV and a school
prefect in his final year, a highlight of his school
career was leading the OTC contingent on its
march from the School to the railway station en
route for the summer camp, in his capacity as
Drum Major. He duly spent his career with the
Metropolitan police, after from a spell with the
Black Watch during the War. For many years he
was a stalwart of the OW Club, serving as
President in 1969-70 and organising the London
Dinner. He was also a keen golfer and an active
member of the OW Masonic Lodge, serving as
secretary of the Lodge 1964-95. He left behind
June,his wife of 65 years,and two daughters. The
Tribute at his service was given by his younger
brother Garnet Scott (31-42, F/Pa).

Dr Bill Arthur died in March, aged 92. He was
a pupil in the Junior House from 1922 to 1927,
before moving on to Fettes and then reading
Medicine at Cambridge. During the War he
served with the RAFVR. He then joined his
father in practice in Wellingborough, caring for
patients in his dining room at 30 High Street, and
later from the Gold Street Medical Centre.
Outside the surgery he was a keen member of
the Pipewell Beagles. His father James was our
School Doctor 1906-54, and Bill succeeded him
1954-80 – a remarkable record of 74 years’
service. He leaves a widow and three sons. The
School was represented at his funeral.

David Bartram (58-61,Pl) died in January,aged
60. Originally from Mears Ashby, at the time of
his death he lived in Norfolk. He leaves a widow,
Caroline, and two sons.

Father Raymond Brown, the vicar of St
Mary’s Church in Wellingborough (designed by
the distinguished 20th century architect Sir
Ninian Comper, and one of the town’s few
architectural gems) from 1952 to 1966, died in
November. During his incumbency he taught
English part-time at the School, and his vicarage
was for some boarders a welcome refuge on a
Saturday evening. The School reciprocated this
help when James Hasler (master 1957-90)
gave free English lessons to a young Korean
staying with Father Brown: the Korean later
became Bishop of Seoul. Thanks to 
Duncan Ellison (staff 73-04) for notifying us.

Charles Day (41-43,Pl),of Dublin and formerly
of Lowestoft, died in November. He leaves a
widow, Jacqueline. He is remembered as a good
all-round sportsman. His two brothers were
here – John (42-45, Pl) and Peter (44-49, Pl).
Thanks to Michael McAfee (42-45, Pl) for
notifying us.

Major George
Drew (28-35, Pl) died
in October, aged 87. A
half-page obituary in
The Daily Telegraph
described him as a
“serial escaper whose
expertise as a distiller
and forger stood him
in good stead in
Colditz”. He was

commissioned into the Northamptonshire
Regiment soon after leaving school, and in 1939
went to France with the BEF, being captured in
Belgium in 1940. He was to spend the rest of the
War in POW camps, at one stage feeding off a
dead donkey in the absence of Red Cross food
parcels. After continued attempts at escape
failed, he was sent to the impregnable Colditz
Castle, where he concocted a hooch based on
turnip jam which was so potent (100% proof)

Dr James Arthur Dr Bill Arthur
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School News
Sixth form pupil Jordan McGuire enjoyed celebrity status last
summer when he took part in the TV series X Factor. He
reached the final fifty in the Under 24 category, before being
ejected by Simon Cowell and the other jurors.

Last summer’s guest of honour at the Prep School Prize
Giving was Canon Roger Royle. One group of pupils were
heard to call him a “cool dude for a vicar” – a phrase which
was duly relayed to the nation on Sarah Kennedy’s Radio 2
breakfast show.

Building development continues apace around the School. A
large recital room has been added to the Music School, which
has been sorely needed for many years. In the Prep School
the 1960s Bedford Block has been refaced to blend in with
the main building, and the void at ground level filled in to cre-
ate a new library for the Prep School. The Embankment
Centre (fully licensed) has also been refurbished and is now
being actively marketed as a venue for public events, as are
the School Hall and Dining Hall: for more information please
ring the manager Alan Thompson on 01933 441825.

Meanwhile, the San has moved back to the San, but for some
reason has been rebranded as the Medical Centre. Sister
Vicky Bigley is kept busy by the number trooping off the fields
with sports injuries, plus those stricken by flu bugs.

The Tuck Shop, another remarkable example of 1960s
architecture, was burnt down in late 2004 by an arsonist
(rumours that the Headmaster was spotted at the scene with
a box of matches are strenuously denied), and the site has
now been cleared pending the formal launch of the School’s
Development Foundation. The Foundation is being run full

time by Debbie Whittemore, formerly the Headmaster’s PA in
the Prep School. She works closely with the School’s
Marketing and PR officer, Claire Mitchell.

Cricketing star Jasmine Titmuss has been playing among the
top 48 women cricketers in the country, and is now training
at the National Academy as a member of the England
Development Squad.

The Chapel Choir continues to be in demand. It sang Choral
Evensong at Worcester Cathedral in October, and at Christ
Church, Oxford in April. Also on the cultural front, the
Wellingborough School Singers performed Mozart’s
Coronation Mass at the School in March.

This marks the last term for Head of Physics Rod Farey, after
25 years on the staff. We hope many of you will come back
on Open Day to see him off.

Congratulations to the Shooting VIII on reaching 7th position
(2nd in England) in the Staniforth Competition, beating the
likes of Harrow,Charterhouse and Gresham’s on the way. On
the rugger pitch the 1st XV won half their fixtures. The
Soccer XI celebrated its most successful season since 1990,
beating Kimbolton 5-1 and drawing 2-2 with Aldenham, our
oldest soccer fixture (dating back to 1933). The Hockey XI
reached the Midlands Finals, beating Oundle and Dame Alice
at Bedford en route. The Cross Country senior team came
4th in the Midlands Public Schools league, beating Oundle,
Uppingham, Oakham and Rugby.

Congratulations also to Mike Nugent, who clocks up 30 years
on the staff of the Senior School this year.

And finally … congratulations to all 890 pupils on raising
more than £2000 for the Harvest Festival Appeal. The money
has been donated to a children’s home in Nepal which the
School has supported for several years.

The OW Lodge
The Lodge Meeting held in February saw the installation
of W.Bro RA Dicks PPrGSwdB (48-56, Pa) as Worshipful
Master by his predecessor,W.Bro SG Wilford PJGD (39-
43, Pa). His Senior Warden is W.Bro JE Sheehan
PPrAGDC (58-65, Pa), with W.Bro BD Strudwicke
PPrJGD (48-57, G) as Junior Warden.

The Meeting was well attended by OWs from near and
far, notably RW Pollard (57-62, F), a guest from the
Province of Buckinghamshire. There was also a large
number of friends from the other local lodges – these
too are always welcome.

In October the Lodge lost one of its most senior mem-
bers, with the death of W.Bro Tom Scott PGStdB (30-34,
F), who had a record of 55 years with this and other
masonic organisations. He was Master of the OW Lodge
in 1961, and secretary 1964-95. His contribution to
freemasonry was considerable.

W.Bro PBR Gordon

The School at War
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The 1950s
Vintage Reunion

Last November saw another very enjoyable Vintage
Reunion, hosted for the 1950s era in the Old Library by
outgoing President Brian Leadsom (53-58, F). A drinks
reception and buffet lunch were followed by tours around
the School, led by the School Prefects. Among those
attending were:

Tony Abell, Richard Barwick, Paul Blunt, Garry Bowe
(Headmaster), Bob Branson, Shane Busby, Peter Croft, John
Devereux, David Dicks, Michael Duck, Bob Eales, Eddie
Elmhirst,Alan Fells, Ian Firth, Michael Gent, Richard Grant,
James Hasler, David Hawkes, John Higgs, John Hilsdon,
Roger Kimbell, Charles Marsh, Geoff Mawer, Nora
Oughton, Richard Peck, Chris Ryman, Michael Scott, Peter
Short, Roger Smeeton, Jonathan Tait, Peter Tait, Jim
Timpson, Robert Toseland, David Watts, Peter Wildman,
Tony Williamson and Paul Woodley.

It was fascinating that two of those present had not been
back to the School in more than fifty years. How things
have changed…

Fielding the Play
A tribute to drama at the School

Wellingborough has long deservedly had an enviable reputation on
the games field. As a gangly youth at the School 1949-53, far taller
than I should have been at that age, I managed to distinguish myself
at the 100 yards and the high jump. Elsewhere, however, I just got in
the way. I never seemed able to focus on the ball.

Murray Witham despaired. His nickname for me was Frankenstein.
I have to admit that I was far more intrigued by Boris Karloff than
Dennis Compton, so I always looked forward to the winter term
and the annual School Play. I was generally given parts that called for
a good deal of grey hair and heavy make-up.

We were lucky to have masters whose enthusiasm for the stage was
infectious. I can remember Peter Croft’s patient coaching as we
struggled with the language of Shakespeare. Frank Bowman and
Maurice Pettitt cajoled us into fair to middling performances of
Gilbert and Sullivan. And José Marsh created wonders with make-
up. Jose was a saint: she would put club-footed boys through the
complicated paces of dance routines for G&S operas and, incredibly,
produced some quite elegant results. At José’s instigation, her son
Charles and I took part in the town’s annual pantomime, Sinbad the
Sailor, in 1953. In Mother Goose the following year, Brian Huckle
appeared as Rufus the dog.

But it was the School Play which was the greatest fun. In addition to
Princess Ida, HMS Pinafore and Patience, we did Twelfth Night and
Dorothy L Sayers’ Busman’s Honeymoon. I was dreadful in the lat-
ter: the combined talents of DR Henderson and PB Cooper failed to
persuade me of Sayers’ intention that Bunter should be a heart of
gold cockney (with accent to match). I played him as a toff, and it
must have been painful!

We had some burgeoning thespians in those days. Brian Huckle was
a mainstay, but there were several others. I wonder if any of them
took it up professionally?  I continued as an amateur until my
employer got wise and gave me some real work to do. Schooldays
certainly nurtured my taste for theatre and music. Thank you,
Wellingborough.

Barrie Dugdale (49-53, F)

We are very happy to receive reminiscences like this for publication in
future Newsletters




